George Washington University Law School

Scholarly Commons
Nota Bene, 2009

Nota Bene, 2000s

10-14-2009

Nota Bene, October 14, 2009

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/nota_bene_2009

Recommended Citation
George Washington University Law School, 24 Nota Bene 5 (2009)

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Nota Bene, 2000s at Scholarly Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Nota Bene, 2009 by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. For more
information, please contact spagel@law.gwu.edu.

NOTA BENE
A Forum for News, Features & Opinions in the Law School Community

Vol. 24, No. 5

ADR Negotiations Competition a Success,
Despite Email Fiasco
BY TIMOTHY FREY

Staff Writer
The Alternative Dispute Resolution
(ADR) Board's Internal Negotiations
Competition went off without a hitch last
Saturday and Sunday. It was an e-mail
sent out the Thursday before, however
that had competitors questioning whether
the competition would take place and
what problem the participants would be
negotiating.
As reported by the Nota Bene On
line, the Thursday before the competition
an e-mail intended for judge's eyes only
was sent out to all competitors. This email
revealed the confidential information
that both sides were to use in reaching an
agreement. Approximately 14 minutes
after the original email, a follow-up was
sent acknowledging the error and asking
competitors to refrain from reading any
of the confidential material.
Two hours later, the Board sent a
third email notice to all competitors, this
one stating that the problem would be
rewritten, and the rewritten problem was
emailed out at 7:45pm.
When asked for comment, the ADR
Board responded, "Unfortunately, an
email containing confidential informa

tion for judges was inadvertently sent to
competitors early Thursday afternoon.
The ADR Board learned of its error im
mediately and issued a new problem to all
competitors via email and distributed in
hard copy at the Records Office later the
same afternoon. Issuance of a new prob
lem was necessary to preserve the integrity
of the competition as a whole."
Initial student reaction to the prob
lem was mixed from confusion and disap
pointment, to respect for how the Board
handled this unlikely issue. 2L Anika Keswani said, "Although I was surprised that
the initial reaction of the ADR board was
to simply hope competitors hadn't read
the attachments (after having 30 minutes
before the email went out to do so), I was
impressed with how quickly they turned it
around and provided new scenarios for ev
eryone. The end result was good but there
were a couple of hours where I wasn't sure
if they be able to have the competition at
all - after all that work!"
Another student, who wished to
remain anonymous, stated, "I think the
mistake was an honest one but it goes
to show that these competitions should

not be run by law students. I mean if you
have so little attention to detail that you
allow such a major mishap to occur, how
exactly do you expect to become an effec
tive lawyer?"
Despite these pre-competition con
cerns, it does not appear that too many
competitors were negatively impacted
by the mishap and ensuing change in
problems. First year student Jonathan
Ripa confessed that the situation had little
impact upon him and his partner, as they
had not yet met to discuss their negotia
tion strategy. Ripa states, "We were lucky.
We had not planned to look at the problem
until Friday, so it ended up working out
well for us." Both Ripa and his partner
went on to make the Board.
Even students who did not enjoy
successful results acknowledged that the
e-mail did not have too great of an impact
upon their competition performance.
Alisa Brem, another first year competi
tor, noted that she too had not looked
at the initial problem before receiving
the inadvertent email. Still, she admits
that had she prepared beforehand, she
may have been somewhat confused by
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BY C ALEB DULIS

Since 2005, the Student Bar Asso
ciation has conducted its Internal Writ
ing Competition as a forum to showcase
scholarly legal writing by current and
graduating students at George Washing
ton. Recently, the SBA announced this
year's top five papers, out of 49 entries,
as selected by a pool of judges composed
of student law journal members. The win
ners receive cash prizes and will work with
writing fellows to prepare their papers
for publication in an anthology put out
by the Association. The anthology will
be available for purchase through an asyet-incomplete website sometime in late
November.
3L Brian Day was the overall
winner, for his essay, "Collective Manage
ment of Music Copyright in the Digital
Age: The Online Clearing House?" Day

the mix-up. According to Brem, some
of her associates who prepared for both
problems found that the continuity in
fictional parties to the negotiation led to
confusion over what background material
was confidential, or even relevant, to the
actual competition.
Overall, both Ripa and Brem stated
that the weekend competition was a great
experience. According to Brem, "it was
really fun and interesting to be able to get
out of the classroom and actually pretend
to be a lawyer, especially as a 1L." Ripa
agreed that it "was a lot of fun to get to
sit down across the table from two people
and debate an issue."
The ADR Board declined to com
ment any further on the competition,
directing the Nota Bene to its previous
statements published online last Friday.
For these comments and more informa
tion on the inadvertent email, including
the remarks of Dean Johnson, please visit
the Nota Bene Online, at http://www.
notabene.gwsba.com.

said he was "thrilled" to win the competi
tion. The paper grew out of his interest in
copyright law and the changing state of
music copyright law in particular. Day
credited Professors Robert Brauneis and
Ralph Oman for help in developing the
paper. According to Day, the paper by
the New York Intellectual Property Law
Association and the American Society
of Composers, Authors, And Publishers,
and will also be published by the Texas
Intellectual Property Law Journal.
Christopher Caputo's "Job Loss
and the Competitive Analysis: Why
U.S. Anti-Trust Enforcement Agencies
Can, and Should, Borrow a Page from
South Africa and Integrate Employment
Considerations into Its Merger Review"
took second place, and Anil Murjani was

See Writing on Page 6

It's the night before your final law
school take-home exam is due. You're
sitting at your dining room table, sur
rounded by your computer, casebooks,
hornbooks, papers, and yellow legal pads.
It's eleven o'clock at night and you're on
your fifth cup of tea for the night. You're
wracking your brain on how to phrase this
particular rule. It's right there, on the tip
of your tongue, you think you have it, oh
wait, that's it "Mommy, can we watch a mov
ie?"
You look over and see your child's
little angel face looking up at you - and
all thoughts of the law disappear into
the wind. For many law students, this
is a normal, everyday happening, the
familiar intersection where family and
law school duties collide. I am person
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ally familiar with it, though not from the
parent perspective. I was that angel face
peering up at my own mom, a harried law
student who happened to be hosting a
sleepover for six-year olds the night before
her final take-home exam was due. As a
now grown-up law student myself, this
amazes me.
Looking around at other law stu
dents with families of their own made
me realize that there are so many unique
perspectives at GW Law that we do not
often get to share. Law school has the ten
dency to make everything standardized,
uniform, and compartmentalized. llius,
this series "What's It Like" was born, a
space in the paper reserved for the special,
unique, or not-so-obvious perspective
that certain individuals or groups here at
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What's at Stake in the
Future of the Economy

IBA
CORNER
BY CAROLINE PHAM

BY LIZ SAXE

SBA Vice President of Outreach

I have a confession to make. I
basically never go to the Law School on
the weekends. I know, I know, I should
be putting in quality time with the study
rooms in the bowels of Burns, but I just
can't bring myself to do it. It is one of
my "new law school year's resolutions"
though, and I know I'll get around to it
eventually. I promise.
But last weekend was an excep
tion. As I came down H Street towards
the Law School on Saturday to volun
teer, there was something different.
What was that unfamiliar sound? Was
that the faint strumming of music I
heard? And that fragrant aroma - fresh
ly-popped, savory popcorn? Balloons,
banners, and babies everywhere? Yes
- it was Alumni Weekend!
Every year the University and the
Law School put on Alumni Weekend, a
chance for GW alumni of all stripes to
come back to campus with their families
and reconnect with old classmates. You
didn't think that all the value of our
$150,000+ education ended at gradu
ation, did you? GW Law is a bond
that students have for life, and the Law
School puts on a number of events, such
as cocktail hours or trips to the theatre,
as well as provides services, such as

BY MATTHEW BOVA

The drug policy debate generally
focuses on the law's ability to reduce
personal narcotics use. We debate back
and forth how many people would use
drugs if we legalized them, and how
many potential drug users our laws have
prevented. What gets lost in this shuffle
of speculation, however, are the collat
eral consequences of our drug laws. If
we are to have a meaningful discussion
about drug policy, these consequences
should be considered and then balanced
against any benefits we may gain from
our current regime.
First, our drug laws undermine
our right to be free from incarceration.
Millions of people are incarcerated
every year for drug crimes — stripped
from their families and thrown into a
prison system that often physically and
psychologically breaks them. The land
of the free has the highest incarcera
tion rate in the world, and it is largely
because of our drug laws.
Second, our laws have a dispro
portionate impact on minorities and the
poor. Drug enforcement officers patrol
poor minority neighborhoods with
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Opinion Columnist

alumni career support through the CDO,
to all GW Law alumni. This year's GW
Law Alumni Weekend celebrated the re
unions of the classes of 2004,1999,1994,
1989, 1984,1979, 1974, 1969,1964, and
1959. Let me tell you, there were a lot of
stories about back in the day when there
was only Stockton Hall, where all the
classes were held and professors' offices
were on the fourth floor.
GW Law Alumni Weekend events
included a luncheon to honor alumni
who graduated 40 years ago or earlier,
addresses by Dean Frederick Lawrence
and President Steven Knapp, tours of
the Law School by SBA volunteers, the
GW Law Alumni Ice Cream Social in
conjunction with the Taste of GW Car
nival described above (complete with
moonbounce!), class cocktail parties,
and the seminal event of the weekend,
the GW Law Alumni Weekend Class
Dinner & Alumni Awards Presentation
at the Smithsonian National Museum of
American History.
The Office of Alumni Relations
really outdid themselves this year. The
museum was a stunning venue, reflect
ing its recently completed renovation.

See SBA on Page £

More than a year has passed since
the collapse of Lehman Brothers, which
is widely viewed as the beginning of
the economic crisis that still dominates
headlines in the news, punditry, and
more importantly, the anxious thoughts
of struggling families around the coun
try. Several weeks ago, every major
media outlet ran stories looking back
on the past year of economic woes. The
importance of looking back, of course, is
to find a better way to move forward.
Many of us grew up almost ex
clusively during the good times. There
were some bumps along the way but, in
general, it seemed that the good times
kept getting better with no end in sight.
Then a year ago, we all were abruptly
acquainted with the sound of a bubble
popping. Of course, we should have
been familiar with at least some of the
signs - the dot-coms came crashing
down long before Lehman, AIG, Fannie
and Freddie.
But now, times have changed, or
so we're told. I certainly hope so - for
the sake of the nearly 10 percent of
Americans who are unemployed and for
my own sake, since I hope not to join the
unemployment lines after graduation.
I have to admit that I'm not terribly

encouraged by the fact that since the
markets bottomed out in March, AIG
has been the 6th best performing stock,
rallying almost 500 percent - even
though the company accepted an enor
mous government bailout that it won't
be able to repay for years.
The real measure of our country
moving forward will not be if we can
regenerate huge amounts of wealth for
companies, but whether we can create
stability and maintain a high quality
of life for our people. Our ability to
succeed in this task is certainly not as
sured and will depend on a number of
complicated factors.
One of those factors is how well
individual states balance priorities and
deliver services while their budgets are
under increasing strain. Thirty-eight
states faced revenue shortfalls in 2009,

See Stake on Page 7
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The (Great Delfoate
This week will be the second of debates in our Opinions Section. These topics can be
about practically anything. This week we will discuss Pre sident Obama's recent Nobel Pea ce
Prize award. If you'd like to debate something orjust see something debated, or if you'd like to
respond to a debate, email us with your opinions.

Nobel Prize the Icon of
an Empty Presidency

Did Obama Deserve
the Nobel Peace Prize?
Probably not.

BY RYAN BOWEN

Opinions Editor

BY HANNAH GEYER

Opinion Columnist
When I heard that President Obama on. Now don't get me wrong, I don't dis
had won the Nobel Peace Prize, I was agree with the President's policies thus far
shocked. What had he done to further in Iraq and Afghanistan, or with attacks
world peace? Then I saw the official into the tribal regions of Pakistan, but I
explanation: his commitment to nuclear mean, Mother Teresa wasn't out there call
disarmament and his promises for greater ing in drone strikes to assassinate people.
diplomacy. Commitment and promises? Even Teddy Roosevelt, one of America's
That's what earns someone a Nobel Prize? more hawkish presidents, won the prize
I too think that nukes are
for structuring a peace deal
bad and wish that everyone
between Japan and Russia,
Obama's award
could get along. Where's
which is one more peace deal
my $1.4million and pres
truly exemplifies than the Obama administra
tigious award? Well, I
tion has orchestrated.
the very idea of
didn't get one, probably
Granting the Nobel
his presidency.
because I haven't done
Prize to someone on the
a n y t h i n g yet. B u t w a it , —
—
— mm
hopes that they will accom
neither has the President!
plish something cheapens
Now in the ninth month of his presidency, the image of the award (think of what
he still is embroiled in two wars, one of would happen if the award for Science
which is facing an eminent increase in was given to someone because the com
American military presence, routinely mittee thought that some day he might
launches attacks into a friendly country cure cancer, or the Literature award to
(Pakistan), has done little to stem Iran's an author for the book she was planning
eminent nuclear capabilities, didn't even to write). On a broader scale, however,
speak up when peaceful demonstrators Obama's award truly exemplifies the very
faced brutal reprisals in Iran when pro idea of his presidency. The President
testing the supposed re-election of tyrant
Mahmoud Ahmadinijad, and the list goes
See Empty on Page 7

Let me preface this column with dinary efforts to strengthen international
a disclaimer: I like Barack Obama. I'm diplomacy and cooperation between
liberal. In fact, I'm super liberal. In peoples." That's pretty sweet of the Com
fact, I'm a super liberal feminist who mittee, I guess, and places Obama in the
was asked during an interview with company of U.S. presidents Woodrow
a liberal non-profit if I didn't think I Wilson and Teddy Roosevelt. Accord
was maybe too liberal for the position. ing to the Associated Press and Marrti
So, that's me. And in this particularly Ahtisaari, the2008 Peace Prize winner,
polarized political atmosphere, when the Nobel Peace Prize can be awarded
a snap opinion is requested, I tend to to encourage individuals to see that their
err on the side of the Democrats. After efforts create peace, ensure human rights
all, their policies are generally in line are respected, and promote democracy
with mine, whereas the only thing I through -so, the prize can, in a sense, be
perceive to be further away from me awarded to recognize someone's possible
than Republicans' opinions is my law future achievements.
school graduation date.
And of course, people on both sides
But, in what
of the aisle sure fre aking
seems to be to be
out inways that defy ratioThe prize can be
a largely symbolic
naltty: Brad Woodhouse.
Democratic National
move, indicating
a war dec/ to recognize
Committee Communica
the NobeJ Commit
someone's possible
tions Director, essentially
tee's faith in Barack
future achievements called the Republicans
Obama's potential
terrorists for criticizing
and its dislike of
Bush-era policies,
Obama was awarded
See Not on Page 1
the Nobel Peace Prize for his "extraor

Our Humble President and the New Burden of Optimism
BY KATHERJNE MEREAND

Staff Writer
What is the Nobel Peace Prize, That deeper purpose is why a key compoand how does the Nobel Committee nent of the prize for all recipients is seed
in Oslo choose to award it? The U.S. money to continue his or her efforts. The
awoke to some befuddlement about this important concept here is that they contoday (Friday, October 9,
tinue. The Nobel Prize can in
as I write this), finding
that way be seen as a prestigious
Barack Obama to be this
Much COItcem
"E for Effort," or in this case
year's recipient one of
.
$1.4 million and international
CIYOSG that
our world's most prestiacclaim for effort the commitgious honors.
the award IS
tee wants to see continued and
Confusion spilled
Dremature
emulated,
over to some contempt.
Seeing the prize as an
While I concede that
affirmation of ongoing good
something about this feels overly optimis- work, awarding the prize to Obama now
tic, I do think that is precisely the point.
does two things.
Much concern arose that the award
First, it recognizes unwavering
is premature given the few tangible ac- optimism and an aggressively positive atcomplishments on Obama's resume; how- titude toward change. Whether considerever, that view bespeaks a fundamental ing a problem big or small, the value of a
misunderstanding of the purpose of the positive approach is almost unparalleled,
prize. It is not simply a reward for a job It is also very difficult to maintain when
well done, like a blue ribbon at the county in Obama's position balancing so many
fair: "what a fine head of cabbage" or interests and concerns.
"what a remarkable specimen of a peace
Some criticize that in Obama we
agreement."
have a war time president, getting his
The Nobel Peace Prize promotes hands dirty so to speak, winning a prize
continued and future peace by highlight- about peace. What we have, however, is a
ing examples of what must be done to war time president looking to responsibly
stay on the road to achieving greater peace draw down, draw back, and reengage in
and well-being. The work is never-ending, diplomacy to the extent he finds possible.

The simple optimism that we can do all of moment and the world still hasn't really
these things, without sacrificing U.S. secu- yet exhaled. Before the moment ends,
rity, is how someone in his position can the world's hopes, as well as many of our
tirelessly chip away at a goal of achieving own, are for great things. Now, just as with
something better for the world.
the election, the prize is about Obama,
Considering tireless effort, with but moreover it is about us. Obama is a
debatable results, is logically consistent man, but he is also a symbol. Creepy and
with past awards. Nobel Prizes are not disturbing as that may be to him and to
necessarily awarded doing the easy things us, the fact remains,
or the popular things. The Nobel CommitThe Nobel committee most likely
tee is no stranger to controversy when it knew perfectly well the reaction this
suits their purposes: consider Mother The- would create, and mostly likely they were
resa, Yasser Arafat, Jimmy Carter, Henry perfectly happy to unleash this storm of
Kissinger. Who deserves the greater award confusion, uncertainty, and even anger,
or reward: those mired in fighting for and That cost was worth the gain. When
balancing harms against worse harms, or was the last time so many citizens of the
the aloof who do not deign to deal?
United States discussed, all at once, what
The fact that the Nobel
a true hero for peace is and
Committee embraces contro_
what they would do to
versy highlights the second
He officially
deserve that title? America
and more important point.
collectively is thinking
nnit henutifullv
Oslo threw a gauntlet at our
about peace today,
feet. That is the point; end of tweeted one word,
The Nobel commitstory. This award challenges
"Humbled. "
tee focused our attention,
the entire American governlike little has recently, on
ment and public to live up to
the most noble of goals,
the mission of promoting greater peace We can bicker all we want about the
and well-being. Going back a little, on the particulars, but for an overall goal of
eve of Obama's election the entire world
„ _ . .
See Optimism on Page 8
held its collective breath. It was a gtddy
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The
Reluctant
Activist
BY NOLAN KULBISKI

Nif*lit Court
Perspectives froin the Part-Time Student

Staff Writer
I am not an activist. The closest I've
ever come to being in a protest has been
walking around one on my way to class or
work. I support many of the positions of
the protestors that I have politely avoided.
I'm not particularly fond of the war in
Iraq, I think workers should get paid a
fair wage and even get insurance, and I'd
like to be able to marry a man someday.
A small portion of my student loans goes
to the Human Rights Campaign every
month. But, I just never felt the need or
desire to express my views on these topics
in the form of a poster board taped to a
stick and I've never been particularly good
at chanting.
I recently decided that I would
give activism a try. I will take part in the
National Equality March this Sunday.
(I'm writing this before the march and
you're reading it afterwards, the charms
of print media.) I would like to claim
that I'm finally having my Norma Rae
moment, that I've had enough and that
I'm finally ready to stand on top of my
figurative work table and demand my
equal rights. In reality I'm going because
it's on a Sunday, I don't have a memo due,
and I can walk to the march from the Law
School. It doesn't hurt at all that I'm told
Lady Gaga will be there.
1 already knew1 probably wasn't
going to be the most emphatic marcher

out there on Sunday but I had resolved
to give it my best. I was ready to chant
earnestly and I had been trying to think up
clever things to put on my sign. But, then
See Activist

Married from page 1.
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on Page 8

learned from working at an office and
Work, school... school, work... not
wanting to skip out to the gym for
to mention other obligations that only
an hour: the best way to make sure
increase in intensity throughout the term.
no one schedules a meeting during
For part-time law students, it often seems
gym time is to make an appointment
lil^e the weekdays never end, the week
with yourself. This transfers well to
ends end too soon, and there's just never
managing law school activities - make
enough time. Despite that, I wouldn t
appointments to keep yourself honest.
have it any other way.
By writing down your weekly plans on
The US News and World Report
a calendar that you and your coworkers
ranked 87 nationwide part- ——^—
have access to, you are
time law school programs
more likely to stick with
last year, and placed GWU Even with a strong
it, especially with the
close to the top at number
network, it can be incredibly demanding
two. Washington, DC of
difficult to handle reading you have to keep
fers a great opportunity to
up with.
the pressure as
study law part-time, with
Don't forget
five of the top six programs
you complete this your roots: After spend
located right here. This
ing five years on my ca
journey.
year, first-year part-time
reer, adjusting to life as a
students will have an even ^
^"™ student again was weird.
stronger community than
In the world I had become comfortable
usual with the University hoping to lessen
in, I was regularly delivering presenta
the number of transfers to the full-time
tions to rooms full of executives, and
program by creating Section 15. With
facilitating conversations among groups
a smaller part-time population, you can
of people with different backgrounds
start building your network early and re
and priorities. I could slip into an of
ally get to know your classmates.
fice of 5, or 500, employees and do this
Even with a strong network, it can
with ease. Despite this "experience,"
be difficult to handle the pressure as you
the first time I was called on Socratic
complete this journey. For the first-year
style, I froze. I think the anxiety of
part-timers beginning to understand time
facing something new never goes away
management and upper-level part-timers
— one year into school, I still can't say
still perfecting it, here are some tips that
I'm comfortable being "on call" in
worked well for me so far:
class.
But, it gets better and it's good
• Bucket your time: It helps to
to remember that if you've made it in
block off time on your calendar for your
weekly activities. This is something I
See Night on Page 9

Putting Yourself on the Digital Market
for Employers
BY VADIM PARTIN

Staff Writer
I was a marketing major in undergrad, with a passion for technology and
now I'm on my way to becoming a lawyer.
However, I don't see why the three fields,
marketing, law, and technology have to
be mutually exclusive. There are many
ways that they intersect, especially in the
world of Web 2.0. For example, I worked
on an SEO (Search Engine Optimization)
Google Ad campaign for a small law firm
before starting law school.
In my first year of law school, in
one of my first LRW classes, my Dean's
Fellow told us to be careful about the kind
of information we post on Facebook and
Myspace, as employers can find it, and
potentially rescind our offers. However,
I h aven't heard much talk about the ben
efits of social networking sites to market
yourself to potential employers. On the
other hand, legal employers are using their
own websites, blogs, and social network
ing sites to improve their presence on the
Web. In the current economy, law firms
and other legal employers are laying off
workers and tightening their economic
belts. Most of the Internet methods of
marketing themselves to their clients cost
significantly less than traditional methods
of advertising.

While employers are experiencing
decreasing profits, at least they have a job.
Law students on the other hand are often
struggling to find someone that would hire
them and actually pay them money for
their legal skills. It would therefore seem
crucial for students to put themselves out
there and let potential employers know of
their existence.
There are of course traditional
methods of networking that we have
grown to be familiar with, such as contact
ing everyone we know for references and
inquiries regarding legal opportunities.
Additionally, we use Symplicity, and for
2L's and 3L's, we have gone through OCI.
However, what if these resources don't
land us the job of our dreams? What do
we do next? Do we send out hundreds of
resumes to potential employers all over
the city and country, or do we cold call
any legal employer that has an opening?
There has to be something else that we
can do!
Like I mentioned earlier, we are in
an economic crisis, and the job market for
attorneys is especially grim. Nevertheless,
there are some proactive steps that we can
take as law students to secure a better job.
One of the methods that has garnered

some attention recently is the usage of
social networking sites for job search
ing. A student at the The University of
Iowa College of Law, has even created
a whole kit for her Law School's CDO
to "get with the program" of Social
Networking sites.
In that kit, there are numerous
suggestions that explain that Linkedln,
and even Facebook can be harnessed to
find legal professionals in various fields
with whom a student can connect. Ad
ditionally, the kit spends time explain
ing the importance of having a strong
and positive presence when someone
Googles you. If a person takes control
of their online presence, potential em
ployers will find a neat, professional
resume extolling their legal expertise,
and not pictures of that person at a
party playing beer pong when they run
a Google search of their name.
One of the best ways to begin
accomplishing such a feat is to create a
detailed Linkedln profile. Many people
use Linkedln, but very few actually
spend the time to really lay out in detail
what they did at their jobs, and any

See Digital on Page 9

the law school share - and how these
perspectives make us an interesting
community.
For some students it seems like
an impossible task -balancing reading,
mowing lawns, studying, memo-writ
ing, school lunches, spousal heart-tohearts, PTA meetings, professor's office
hours, day jobs, and, well, "grown-up"
life. For others, like Matt Kelley, it's just
everyday life. Kelley and his wife just
celebrated their 14th wedding anniver
sary last month and have two daughters,
age 10 and 13. His family was very
supportive of his decision to attend
law school: "We talked about the pros
and cons in detail before I even took
the LSAT. One of the major reasons
I'm going to law school is so that I can
continue to provide for my family, and
in particular for my daughters' college
educations. I'm a journalist, and the
serious economic jolts to the newspaper
industry brought me to the realization
that continuing with my first career was
not a sure thing."
Still, one of the drawbacks of be
ing a law student with a family of your
own is the fact that your time belongs
to everyone else but you. One part-time
student who has been married for two
years says, "When you are married and
have a family, you no longer think of
your choices in terms of how they af
fect you; you think of your choices in
terms of how they affect your family,
doubt that law students who are mar
ried or have children went to law school
because they had no other ideas about
what to do with their professional lives.
I know that I had a concrete reason
for going to law school, and I would
imagine that other older students are
in a similar boat. When other people
depend on you, you can't float aim
lessly."
Kelley describes the balance he
has to strike between his academic and
personal lives: "I've had to miss some
concerts, back-to-school nights and
other school events, and I haven't been
able to continue with volunteering for
the PTA as I had before I started law
school. I also haven't had as much time
to spend with my family on the week
ends, when I do most of my studying.
On the other hand, I've made a point
of taking time every weekend for some
family activities, which has ensured that
I'm still a part of their lives."
Like all law students, those who
are married feel like there are not
enough hours in the day to do every
thing they wish they could do. Parttime student Jennifer Volk, who has
been married for two months, explains
that, while it may be obvious that the
biggest challenge is finding the time to
spend with her husband, the guilt that
comes along with being a student is not
easily assuaged. "The biggest challenge
I've faced in my relationship has been,
shocker, TIME. I work during the day
and attend classes at night, so time is a
major challenge. By the time I get home
at night (around 9pm on most days),
I'm so exhausted that I don't want to
do anything but sleep. You start to feel
guilty about not spending enough time
with one another. And, when you do
have time, you need to spend it prepar
ing for class or work. Of course, finals,
i.e., cram-time, is the worst - sometimes
I might not see him for days."
Laura, a part-time student with

See Married on Page 6
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can Intellectual Property Law Association
Quarterly Journal. He expressed "excite
ment" at the prospect of seeing his work
published. "I appreciate that the SBA
provides a venue for publication," he said,
"as I expect that a published paper will not
only be an impressive line on my resume,
but a cue to employers and other members
of the legal community that I take legal
research and writing seriously."
The SBA's Director of Academic
Affairs, Heather Benton, coordinated the
competition, necessitating her involve
ment in a variety of tasks, from ensuring
the fairness of the competition to oversee
ing the selection of judges. Benton called
the competition a "wonderful experience"
for all students who enter, in that it gives
them an opportunity to polish their own
work in preparation for submission to the
competition. For the winners, the com
petition affords the opportunity "to learn
about how to make their work publication

Thus, young people rightfully ask, why
greater intensity than suburban white
don't the police focus on the murderers,
areas. This is true even though whites
scam artists, and corruption? Many
use drugs at the same rate as minorities,
also wind up in the legal system because
as the 2006 National Survey on Drug
of their possession of a small amount of
Use and Health confirms. And because
drugs or marijuana, and
police focus their efforts on mi
they too end up ques
nority neighborhoods, minorities Our drug laws
tioning why police and
are arrested and incarcerated at a
our
penal code focus
corrupt law
drastically disproportionate rate.
on innocuous conduct.
In fact, a 2002 Human Rights
enforcement
The end result of this
Watch report which analyzed
system is not simply
the FBI's annual Uniform Crime
hostility between com
Reports revealed that more than
munities
and
law
enforcement; it is the
25.4 million people have been arrested
development
of
disrespect
for the law
on drug charges since 1980 and about
and those that enforce it.
33% were African-American, even
Fifth, we spend billions of dol
though African-Americans make up
lars every year enforcing drug laws and
only about 13% of the population and
incarcerating people for breaking them.
13% of drug users.
This hurts everyone, from the poor
Third, our drug laws corrupt law
person suffering from underfunded gov
enforcement and cause police to engage
ernment aid programs, to the wealthy
in intrusive conduct. There is a reason
person who does not want his/her taxes
why police resort to invasive searches,
raised. We should start asking simple
consent searches, and long roadside
questions about our resources and our
stops -they are looking for drugs. And
priorities.
who can blame them, given that they are
Sixth, drug laws diminish our
tasked with the difficult and frustrating
sense of community responsibility.
job of combating pervasive conduct that
Years ago community members looked
is difficult to detect? The end result of
out for each other and neighbors would
all the searches, stops, and arrests is
work together to solve community
that the rights of the innocent are cur
problems. People had a sense of respon
tailed. Indeed, one need only spend five
sibility for themselves and each other.
minutes in a criminal procedure course
However, drug laws cede a portion of
to learn how much power we have ex
this responsibility to
tended to our police because of
our government and
the "compelling government
Let's balance
police. Instead of
interest" in fighting the war
looking
out for each
on drugs.
what we gain,
other, we just call the
Fourth, narcotics laws
against all that we cops and tell them
(and underage drinking laws)
to deal with it. This
lose.
cause people to lose respect
cannot be good for
for the law. Every day, young
society.
people throughout this country
Finally, drug laws give gangs a
observe officers focusing tirelessly on
lucrative product to sell, resulting in
finding and arresting drug users, often
turf wars over market share. This desta
with intrusive and aggressive methods.
bilizes communities and often leads to
ready," she said. "By working with a
the death of police and innocent people.
writing fellow they get individual tutor
This may be the price we are willing to
ing on preparing their submission for
pay -1 don't know- but let's at least be
publication." Benton also feels that the
honest about the cost of our laws.
competition is useful for the students
So, let's stop focusing solely on
who serve as judges or editors for the
whether someone was prevented from
winning papers, pointing to a former
using pot because it was illegal, or
editor who had been asked about her
whether or not heroin use would in
experience by prospective employers.
crease if we legalized it. Instead, let's
She added, "I believe that the
balance what we gain, against all that
GW law community should really take
we lose. If our laws have resulted in
the time to read the anthology when
reduced use; such reduction is almost
it is published. It will give students an
certainly negligible (after all we have
opportunity to see what their fellow stu
been fighting the War on Drugs for 40
dents have written, and it can influence
years now). Balance this slight gain
them to participate in a future competi
against the liberty, community, and
tion. Sometimes, seeing an example of
money that we lose, and the need for
good writing can encourage someone
reform becomes obvious. But, then
to look at how they are writing or to
again, I suspect that our devotion to
realize that their writing is just as good
our current system has much more to
and they should not be deterred from
do with emotion than reason.
submitting their work to journals and
competitions."

time for ourselves and stick to that plan.
Otherwise, we'd probably get caught up
in everything else."
Other family members also pull
together to help out law students, like in
Laura's family. "If my mom [was] not
here helping us, I don't think I can make
it at all. Raising two small kids need a lot
of effort. I don't think my husband alone
can handle two energizers himself. Now I
try to spend the whole Saturday with my
family, and use most Sunday for study."
Part-time student George Dolina
also gets help from his family. He has been
married since March 2001 and has two
children age two years and 10 months old
with his wife, a clinical psychologist. His
son was born one week before the begin

ning of last semester. "It is worth noting
that my in-laws also encouraged me
to attend law school, and also helped
substantially with our small children.
My mother in-law watches the kids
while my wife works in the evenings.
It is very helpful that my in-laws live
in the area."
Many students with families have
an asset that others may not have, how
ever -someone who understands what
they're going through. Volk shares, "I
have been pretty lucky - my husband
used to work and go to school at night
too so I think he's much more under
standing than most spouses would be.
On the flip side, there are many benefits
to being married while being at school.

CLARE CAVALIERO

De Novo Days

Post-Midterm Advice?
Find a Distraction
Midterms examinations are next
week for all the lLs and the best advice I
can offer is to tell you all not to stress out.
One small test is not worth causing the
development of a stress pimple. Honestly,
midterms count for but a small percentage
of your final grade in whatever course in
which the exam is administered and are
intended merely to provide you with a
sample of a law school examination so
that you don't feel like a deer-in-headlights
when finals time rolls around. Of course,
you should study and try your hardest
because your performance on the midterm
will enable you to assess your grasp of the
material in that course, and since Miley
Cyrus deleted her twitter account, you re
ally have nothing else to do anyway. Plus,
once that single exam is over, you get a few
days off! Please take time to relax and do
something fun -you have earned a break.
Luckily, a few interesting things have hap
pened recently, and you can catch up on
these and all of the other world events you
have missed since August while the rest
of us sit in classes next week.
First, much to my dismay, Wash
ington, D.C. lost its bid to host the 2014
Gay Games IX. Miami, Boston, and
Cleveland -were the other three finalist
cities selected by the Federation of Gay
Games (FGG) almost a year ago, and

Miami had missed the bid submission
deadline, leaving only Boston and Cleve

Writing from page 1.
recognized with third prize for "A Flip
of the Coin: Re-Examining Due Process
Limitations on the Political Question
Doctrine". Murjani was pleased to have
been selected for publication.
"My paper concept grew out of a
dialogue in Professor [Todd] Peterson's
Separation of Powers class - an unre
solved question from a class conversation
that happened to stick in my mind," he
said. "I originally wrote on the topic as
an independent legal writing project,
and then eventually submitted it for the
competition."
Helen Jun took fourth place with
"Market Abuse in the Credit Derivatives
Market: Problems and Proposed Solu
tions", and Michael Martin's "The Digital
Millennium Trademark Act" rounded out
the top five papers. Martin's paper grew
out of his work as amember of the Ameri

Married from page 4.
a husband, five-year old daughter and
1-year old son, says that she only gets to
spend about a half-hour a day with her
children during the week. "My daughter
now claims Friday is her favorite weekday
because that day Mom can come home
early. That really makes me feel bad."
Despite heavy academic schedules,
students find ways to get in quality time
with their families. Ram Mistry, who lives
in Woodbridge, Virginia with his wife of
two years, shares that his wife picks him
up after she gets offwork every day so that
they can spend more time together in the
car. It is 48 extra miles of driving, but he
notes, "Usually we like to dedicate some

land as D.C.'s competition for host city.
In a statement from Cologne, Germany,
the host city for the 2010 games, the
FGG announced that Cleveland, Ohio
had been chosen for the location of the
2014 competition. The FGG Co-Presi
dents stated that, Cleveland "understood
the mission of the Gay Games and our
principles of 'Participation, Inclusion,
and Personal Best'™." But I heard from
a very reputable source (HOT 99.5) that
the real reason Cleveland won is because
its mayor, Frank G. Jackson, cross-dressed
to show his support to the Federation and
Mayor Fenty failed to demonstrate the
same effort. That's dedication. The Gay
Games is a quadrennial sports and cul
tural festival founded in 1982 by Olympic
decathlete Dr. Tom Waddell. The games
draw as many as 12,000 participants each
year, which is more than the Olympics.
Oh, and Chicago lost its bid to host the
2016 Summer Olympic Games to Rio de
Janeiro. Although Obama was the first
U.S. President to make an Olympic bid in
person, the appeal of bringing the Olym
pic games to South America for the first
time ultimately won over the International
Olympic Committee.
Also, NASA set out to bomb the
moon Friday morning, October 9, 2009.
So if the moon is still there by the time
you read this article, they failed. Really

See De Novo on Page 9

While I consider it a 'negative' that I go
home to my husband and can't spend
time with him, it's also a 'positive' -1
have someone to vent to and, frankly,
take care of me and the house while
I'm stressing and don't have the time
to do it myself."
Most students interviewed for this
article credited their families, especially
their spouses, for helping them make it
through their law school years. Reed
Ryan has been married for eight years.
They have two sons that are four and
two-years old and another little boy on
the way - he says, "We haven't decided
on a name so we are definitely open to

See Married on Page 10
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Inside the SBA:
Part I: The Senate
BY LAUREN SCHMID T

Staff Writer
This is the first in a series of articles intended to give students a behind-the-scenes look into
the mysterious goings-on of the Student Bar Association.
To most GW Law students, the SBA
Senate likely seems a touch arcane; while
some may know that the Senate is the
legislative branch of the SBA, not many
know what actually goes on within this
legislative body, and still fewer are aware
of just how significantly the Senates' ac
tions impact law school life. The SBA
website declares that Senators "originate
legislation, approve the SBA budget,
charter and fund student organizations,
and work on special projects through their
various committees... [and] work directly
with faculty, staff, and other students to
improve the student experience." That
sounds very lovely, but what does the
Senate really do?

2. The Senate is bound by the
SBA Constitution.
Like any good legislative body,
the Senate is bound by rules of proce
dure, which are contained in the SBA
Constitution. If you have the time
and/or inclination, you can read the
Constitution, which is available on the
SBA website. More power to you.

1. The Senate has committees.
The SBA Senate has several com
mittees which are intended to address
specific problems. There is a Senate Rules
and Constitution Committee, a Finance
Committee, an Academic Policy Com
mittee and a Technology Committee, just
to name a few. These committees make
many of the important decisions that af
fect daily life at GW Law. For example,
the Finance Committee is responsible for
allocating funds to about forty student
groups each year. Without such funds,

3. It's your Senate, you can go if
you want to.
The Senate encourages its con
stituents to attend meetings. "I under
stand that people feel that they are in
the dark about what members of the
SBA actually do," 3L Day Senator John
Ruckman remarked. "To that end, I en
courage people to come to SBA Senate
meetings or check out the minutes of
the meetings. Extensive notes are taken
on each meeting and then posted on the
SBA website. This is all done in an effort

Empty from page 3.
rode his promises into office. Primarily
he promised change, by which he prom
ised to fix the economy, hold Wall Street
more accountable, fix health care, pull
our troops out of Afghanistan and Iraq,
close Guantanamo, strive for equality for
the gay community, and generally make
life awesome for everyone everywhere.
By my count he's 0 for 8. The stimulus
was destined to fail from the start and
has exceeded even its harshest critics'
expectations in terms of its inefficacy.
Unemployment hovers around 10%.
Iraq has seen progress, but the gains have
been offset by the backpedalling taking
place in Afghanistan. There are no plans
to close Guantanamo, long after the
President signed the order to shut down
the infamous facility. Obama has drawn
fire from gay and lesbian leaders for not
fulfilling his promises he made to their
constituents. Here at home, his popularity
has taken a nose dive in the days since the
inauguration. Independents are jumping
ship, even as Republicans flounder to put
together a coherent message, and even
members of his own party are showing
their frustration.
Of course, none of these failed
promises matter to the Europeans who
select the winners of the award. For them,
it is enough that Obama isn't George W.
Bush. I'm sure they appreciate the shift
from "What America says, goes" to the
new attitude of "Whatever I did before,
I'm really sorry," which the President and
Secretary Clinton have trumpeted around
the globe like someone apologizing to fel
low partygoers for a night of drunkenness
he no longer remembers. For those of us
back here across the pond, however, the

See Empty on Page 9

these groups could not function. There
are those who claim law school is a
"life-ruiner." Perhaps it is not quite
that bad all the time, but one cannot
help but cringe at the thought of law
school without at least the occasional
social function.

Not from page 3.

to clue people in to what we are doing."
A quick perusal of last meeting's minutes
reveals a wide range of topics addressedeverything from the deficit in textbooks
to allocating funds for Law Students for
Reproductive Justice to figuring out ways
to make the Senate more transparent.
Meeting dates, locations, and times are
listed on the SBA website.
4. Make requests, they like it.
SBA Senators want to make sure
that students are enjoying their experienc
es at GW Law. So, if something causes
that experience to be not-so-pleasurable
please, tell your Senator. Just know
that an effective method of contact may
depend on your class year. Senator Eric
Malis said, "When I was a 1L Se
nator and
had a section of 120 students for whom I
was directly responsible, I took an active
role communicating with them informa
tion affecting their lives at school. After
1L year, students generally know how to
gain access to basic information and do
not have the same interest in receiving
numerous emails and announcements,
which allows me to focus my time work
ing behind the scenes on academic policy
See Inside on Paged

up from 25 in 2008. Those numbers
matter because we rely on our states to
build and maintain our roads, create an
economic environment that supports
our businesses small and large, edu
cate our kids and make sure they have
the health care they need to grow into
healthy and productive citizens.
All together, our states have cut
over $31.5 billion from primary and
higher education, Medicaid, correc
tions, transportation and other critical
services. In California, budget writers
have been forced to deliver a body blow
to primary and higher education, reduce
support for everything from women's
shelters to state parks, furlough frontline
employees and even postpone cutting
the year end payroll checks until after
the first of the year so they end up on
next year's books.
Now, in an ironic twist, the state
has figured o ut something working par
ents learned long ago: childcare is expensive,
T h e
state is
cutting
b a c k People want to on the
w o r k do their part requirem e n t
to make our for re
ceiving
public
a s s i s - economy work tance.
Californians
again
who are
receiving state
aid and
have young kids can voluntarily opt out
of the work requirement, a move that
policy makers hope will save the state
money on child care subsidies for those
parents.
The interesting thing about the
policy change is that only about 10
percent of those eligible to opt out of

the work or work training requirements

most well-known and outspoken critics of
have chosen to do so. The vast majority
China's human rights record? His arrest
of the parents eligible to opt out want to
the Nobel Committee's choice. A jour
and continued imprisonment was criti
keep working and gaining other experi
nalist from RedState.com demonstrated
cized by a Congressional resolution, along
ence, even though juggling family and
his journalistic ethics and commitment
with international human rights activists,
work responsibilities is a daunting task
to fairness, neutrality, and, uh, not being
including three Nobel Prize winners.
(and even more so when one is living
racist when he expressed his surprise
And if the Nobel Committee wanted
on the edge).
that "the Nobel Peace Prize [has] an
to select an American who is attempting
What California's experience sug
affirmative action quota." And, because
to change global discourse and action on
gests, and what other anecdotes from
no political "controversy" is complete
peace - how about Hillary Clinton? Ever
around the country also indicate, is
without Rush Limbaugh weighing
since taking on the position of Secretary
that many people want to do their part
in, did you know that the "elites of
of State, Clinton has made improving the
to make our economy work again. But
the world" - the Nobel
—^lives of women and
that means that our economic system
Committee, presumably
girls a priority, intro
needs to work just as well for Main
- "love a weakened, neu
I can't help but
ducing a United Na
Street as it does for Wall Street. As
tered U.S., and this is their
tions Security Council
wonder if there
the collapse of markets continues to
way of promoting that
Resolution strongly
recede into the past, the real measure
really weren V other
concept." Luckily for the
mandating the pro
of recovery will be whether times truly
Committee, according
candidates who were tection of women have changed, or whether we return
to the wildly intelligent
and girls in conflicts,
to business as usual. If we've learned
more deserving of
talk show host, Obama
which was subse
anything in the past year, I hope it's that
already had "intentions of
winning
quently passed. Unthe biggest market rallies aren't worth
[emasculating] the United
der Clinton's watch,
forgetting that the lives and livelihood
States." 'Cause peace is for
the United States is
of real people are what's at stake.
girls and sexless creatures
pushing authorities in the DRC to try
- but definitely not men. Or something.
award, if not more, than Obama. There
five military officers accused of being
Thanks for weighing in rationally and
are countless individuals worldwide
involved, either directly or indirectly,
intelligently, Rush!
engaging
in important activism in an
with raping and abusing women in the
But in all this, I can't help but
attempt
to
promote peace - I find it
line of duty. Most recently, after Guinean
wonder (whoa - that's definitely a line
hard to believe, despite all
troops responded to a politi
out of at least 20 Sex and the City epi
that Obama has done, that
cal protest by indiscriminately
'Cause peace
sodes -1 am judging myself) if there re
none of them deserve the
raping and murdering women
ally weren't other candidates who were
award
more.
is for girls and
at a stadium in the middle of
more deserving of winning the Peace
Or maybe Farai
the day, the State Department sexless creatures
Price. Some have mentioned Morgan
Chideya, a political analyst
leapt into action, demand
Tsvangirai, Zimbabwe's opposition
and journalist who worked
but
definitely
ing, among other things, that
leader until last year, when he was made
for NPR, put her finger on
Guinea's government return
not men.
prime minister. Reports have indicated
what message the prize
to civilian rule.
that the majority of people in Zimba
was intended to send this
By recognizing that in
bwe have experienced improvements
year: "thank God you're
vestments in gender equality
in their quality of life since Tsvangirai
not
trying
to
be a big swinging d*ck of
lead to improvements in global develop
took his post, despite Robert Mugabe's
a
unilateral
superpower!"
ment, Clinton is using her position in an
despotic rule. What about Liu Xiabo,
attempt to curb gender-based violence
a former university professor jailed
across the globe. Maybe she was a candi
for his involvement in the Tiananmen
date on the Nobel Peace Prize list, maybe
Square protests, who is now one of the
she wasn't. But she is as worthy of the

Nota Bene

Page 8

October 14, 2009

FEATURES
TERRY SCHOONE-JONGEN

Reversible Errors

Fine Dining at Baja Fresh
Recently, this column has examined
phenomena well beyond our immediate
surroundings. This week, we boldly
journey into the jungle of fine dining in
our neighborhood and examine the oftenoverlooked culinary
«irs
gem that is Baja Fresh
Mexican Grill.
Ostensibly au
thentic Mexican dining? Here, in the heart of Foggy Bottom?
Audacious and far-fetched though the
prospect may seem, it is true, and a short
excursion to the corner of 20th and I
Streets will prove it. Baja Fresh lies nes
tled next to an Indian restaurant, opposite
a Bank of America to the west and directly
across that liquor store/flower shop/palm
reading cluster to the south.
Entering Baja Fresh, one is im
mediately struck by the mariachi-techno
music. The walls are painted in a stark,
institutional white, and complemented by
startlingly bright lighting. Conveniently,
the line for the cash register begins imme
diately inside the door, with an enlarged
copy of the menu helpfully hanging be
hind the counter. As one stands in line,
one will gradually become aware of a
subtle, piercing noise that sounds like an
alarm of some sort. Careful observation

SPICYR

reveals, however, that this is merely the
whirring of the overhead fans.

The menu is not especially exten-

sive, ranging mostly from burritos to tacos

SBA from page 2.
Alumni enjoyed catching up over passed
hors d'oeuvres and cocktails before going
upstairs and dining under the dramatic
Flag Hall sculpture, and afterwards en
joying the dessert bar and an exclusive
private viewing of exhibits such as the
First Ladies' dresses and the Star-Span
gled Banner. Two hundred and thirty
alumni were in attendance, as well as
Dean Lawrence and other members of
the administration.
And in recognition of just how
important GW Law still is in their lives,
three classes presented gifts to the Law
School, with the class of 1969 raising
over $1 million dollars, the class of 1974
raising $262,275, and the class of 1979
raising $332,415. Gifts like these allow
GW Law to provide financial aid to stu
dents, as well as continue to enhance our
programs, faculty, and services, so let's
give a big THANK YOU to our dedicated
alumni who give back to the Law School
and contribute to the quality of our edu
cation and law school experience! (PS
- the alumni are basically calling out us
students to throw down, so I expect this
year's 3L Class Gift to be better than ever,
hint hint.)
Thanks are also in order for the
Office of Alumni Relations, the SBA
Director of Alumni Relations, Brittany
Garmyn, and her committee, Katie John,
Lindsay Paulin, and Emilie Pinkham, as
well as all the student volunteers who
stepped up to make the weekend happen.
GW Law Alumni love meeting students,
so I encourage all of you to participate
in this year's upcoming alumni events,
like volunteering at DC Central Kitchen
in the spring or playing in the end of the

to salads. Within each of these categories,
however, there are multiple options. One
can, for example, order either a crispy or
a soft-shell taco. Not only that, but one
can freely elect one's taco to be a Chicken,
Pork Carnitas, or Fish Taco. Similar op
tions exist on the burrito front, and one
can either order a regular burrito or, excit
ingly, an enchilado style burrito.
Tantalizing though the last possibil
ity sounded, I opted for the
Nacho Burrito, regular style
($6.39). I was persuaded to
do so by the overhead menu,
which helpfully highlighted
this dish in nacho cheeseyellow and helpfully added
that, in addition to being a
burrito, "IT'S SPICY!"
Before turning to the main dish, I
indulged in an appetizer: tortilla chips
with mild salsa, jalapenos, yellow pep
pers, and some shredded green stuff that
may have been parsley ($0.00). The topas the
pings were,
t h e
name of
The drink
r a n t
restauselection
is
fresh,
suggests,
could
so far as I
exotic
chips
tell. The
tasted
themselves
of salt, grease, and stale cardboard, with
a faint suggestion of corn. All in all, this
appetizer was worth what I paid for it.

The drink selection at Baja Fresh
year GW Law Golf Outing. It's never too
early to perfect that golf swing you'll use
to impress the partners!
But, as the SBA VP of Outreach,
there's so much more than Alumni Rela
tions to tell you about. This year has
amazing events in store from our Direc
tors and Committees on Pro Bono/Public
Interest and Community Service, as well
as the many opportunities offered by the
ABA. We welcome Dean Alan B. Mor
rison, the Lerner Family Associate Dean
for Public Interest and Public Service Law,
to GW Law and look forward to the excit
ing changes he'll bring to the Law School.
Stay tuned, and keep reading those weekly
announcements to find out what's on at
GW Law!

Optimism from page 3.
peace and well-being this was a stroke
of genius.
With all that in mind, consider one
of the first responses from the Obama
White House on this. He officially and
beautifully tweeted one word, "Hum
bled." This was an award but also an
entreaty; as such we all ought to feel the
same. In a giant game of chess, the move
is now ours. I suggest we all skip the tick
marks on scoresheet on this one and think
about what this really means about our
society, our world, and the never-ending
fight for peace.

Activist from page 4.
I listened to an interview given by one of
my favorite politicians, gay or straight,
Representative Barney Frank. On "The
Michael Signorile Show," Representative

on wax paper (helpfully reminding the
is exotic, ranging from the pedestrian
customer
that he or she is eating at Baja
bottle of water to the more adventurous
Fresh),
in
a tag board basket, on a black
regular drink ($1.59). The latter can
plastic
tray.
Such a sight, combined
be anything from iced tea, to Hi-C, to
with the general ambience, made me
a fountain drink (or any combination
feel as though I had been transported to
thereof). The unseasoned visitor may
a mall food court, possibly but not nec
think that the two fountain machines
essarily in Tijuana. I added a splash ot
offer an identical beverage selection.
some hot red salsa to give the ensemble
Not so. The one on the left has Mr.
a bit more a festive feel, braced myself,
Pibb, which I opted for. It had about the
and dug in.
right amount of fizz,
As advertised, the Nacho Bur
a syrupy sweet body,
rito was spicy. I had forgotten there
a high fructose corn
were two types of beans in it, so I was
syrup finish, and an
pleasantly surprised to be reminded of
aftertaste of somewhat
this special feature during the first sever
less than Dr. Pepper's
al bites. I was at least halfway through,
23 flavors. Or perhaps
however, before I found the cheese, and
somewhat more. It's
when I did, I could not tell the differ
not the same thing, at
ence between the jack, the cheddar, the
any rate, and I'll fight
Smoky Queso Fundido, or the Salsa
anyone who says otherwise.
Crema. But I'm sure they
After a few minutes of
were all in there. By the
waiting, listening to the mu
sic, the squeaky fans, and / was pleasantly time all was said and done,
the occasional announce
surprised to be I was perspiring slightly
from all the carbohydrates
ment (example: "NUM
reminded of this I had just ingested. I expect
BER FORTY-FIVE!!!"),
special feature that the memory of Baja
my main course arrived.
Fresh will stick with me for
According to the menu,
quite a while—at least for
this soft tortilla is filled with
the next several hours, anyway.
chicken, jack and cheddar cheese (not
Out of five doses of Pepto
merely one or the other, mind you),
black and pinto beans, Smoky Queso
Fundido, jalapenos, crunchy tortilla
chips, and Salsa Crema. In terms of

Bismol, I give Baja Fresh two, because
you shouldn't take more than two doses
at once anyway.

presentation, the burrito was served
Frank expressed some of the frank
that one of the most successful lobbyinj
opinions for which he is so well known.
groups in the country is the Nationa
He believes that the National Equality
Rifle Association. They don't usualb
March is "useless" and perhaps more
take to the streets when Congress doe:
damning that "Barack Obama does not
something they don't like. They contac
need the pressure."
their representatives or senators. The;
This was rather
let their local representa
shocking to me as I was
tives in Congress know
just contemplating stick
These protests
that they have active con
ing my big toe into the
stituents
who care abou
are not merely
bracing waters of activ
a particular issue and thai
ism. I'd suspected that pointless, they may they will be held account
many of these protests actually be harmful able for their positior
were ineffective and, at
to the goals of the when it comes time tc
worst, sort of pointless.
ask for votes or campaign
I didn't really understand
movements that
donations. According
why some of my friends
to Frank, this is the kind
they represent.
felt the need to rally in
of activism that actually
Daley Plaza in Chicago,
leads to change in Wash
Illinois when California
ington. His fear is that
passed Proposition Eight. At the time,
at least some of those who march this
I thought it was more about venting
Sunday will not follow up what he sees
their frustrations than it was about any
as a largely symbolic protest with activ
substantive effort to excite change.
ism that will lead to real change.
Frank pointed out that this pro
Frank's analysis makes sense if
testing for the sake of protest might
you assume, as he does, that individuals
make people feel like they've "done
only have a fixed amount of time and
their part." Inadvertently, they may
resources to devote to political causes.
divert resources from forms of politi
However, his reasoning breaks down if
cal activism and lobbying that could be
you hope, as I do, that an event like the
more effective. If this is the case, these
National Equality March will lead a
protests are not merely pointless, they
greater number of individuals to devote
may actually be harmful to the goals
a larger amount of their time and re
of the movements that they represent.
sources to enacting the change that they
By diverting individuals' time and
want to see. I will still be marching on
resources toward protests, that Frank
Sunday even though I have s ome mis
claims those in power largely ignore,
givings and next week I will be contact
well-meaning activists could be slowing
ing my Congressional representatives to
down their own agendas.
let them know that I care about equality.
Frank went on to give some
I encourage any one else who has ever
advice to activists for equal rights and
felt strongly enough about an issue to
more generally to all those who want to
carry a sign and chant to also write a
effect political change. He pointed out
letter and pick up a phone.
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Night from page 4.
the "real world" and as a student before
that, then surely you can get through
both at once!
• Get out: Schedule a day, or a
few hours, of time just for you. It could
be going for a run (as we learned from
Legally Blonde, endorphins are a good
thing), reading a book for fun, or even
taking a nap. Just like with your study
ing time, set time blocks for fun time,
too.
• Let yourself break down: If
you really can't take the stress, talk to
someone. Find a non-student to remind
you about the light at the end of the tun
nel, and encourage you to push through
the tough times. It can be exhausting,
and once in a while you just need a
reminder from someone else why you
are here.
• Take PTO: To prepare for
finals, take a few days off work. Once
you're comfortably in "student" mode
again, it's much easier to focus on your
exams. Take a few days to celebrate,
too - if only to avoid being tagged as
the team member who takes incredibly
boring vacations.
• Join in: There's a lot to do on
campus, and many of us part-time stu
dents disregard them for lack of time, or
because some of us are lucky to already
be gainfully employed. Outside of the
obvious networking opportunities for
joining student organizations, there's
simply nothing like the energy of a
college campus. From cool speakers
to on-campus events, there's so much
going on that it would be a waste of
ourtujtion
1
dollars Keep on truckin
°
ignore
.
t h e
world
part-time
0
f
GWU.
students
Even
if join' n8
in, for
you,
is arriving an hour before class to study
(and, let's be honest, people watch) in
the hard lounge, it's a way to stay in
spired by the other bright minds around
us.
With work and school, part-time
students have to manage stress and
frustration and often feel overworked.
On the flip side, we get an opportunity
to meet people with incredibly diverse
backgrounds and experiences. We
also learn how to effectively manage
ourselves and our time, skills that serve
any professional well. Hopefully, all
the stress "pays off" so that we can pay
down some of our overwhelming debt
as we go through school. As so many
have said before, anything we can do to
stand out in this interesting economic
time can only help in the long run.
Keep on truckin', part-time students,
and we'll have a lot to be proud of when
we make it through.

Inside from page 7.
issues with students and faculty. Never
theless, I remain a conduit for students
who have questions about how to get
something done at school and do not
know where to turn."
5. They are really trying to make
the whole process more transparent.
Finally, the current SBA admin
istration has taken tremendous steps
toward increasing the transparency of
the legislative process and of the SBA in
general. According to their colleagues,
SBA powerhouses John Sorrenti and
Liz Westbrook have made communica
tion between the Senate and the student
body a top priority, so interaction will
only increase throughout the year.

Digital from page 4.
activities they have done. Once that
step is complete, you can start adding
people you may know as a contact and
increasing your network. This way, once
you contact someone, it will be better
than a cold call, since you will already
know someone in common.
For those that are interested in
truly making their legal presence known
to the world, it might be a good idea to
either start your own blog, or "blawg,"
as they are called in the legal commu
nity, or at least start commenting on
other people's blogs. By leaving your
name, Linkedln profile link, and other
contact information on people's blogs,
legal professionals who are often the
main contributors to legal blogs will
begin to notice you and might even
invite you for an interview!
In these tough economic times,
it is important to be proactive in your
search for a job. If you're a 1L, you
should be focusing on your studies,
but if you're a 2L or 3L, and still don't
have something for the summer and are
frantically trying to line something up,
I hope that some of these suggestions
give you some alternative methods for
landing your ideal job. The confluence
of law, marketing, and technology to
put yourself on the market for employ
ers is not a silver bullet, but it is one
more tool in your arsenal of surviving,
and hopefully thriving in these difficult
economic times.

De Novo

from page

6.

though, the NASA aircraft was to hit
two bulls-eye targets on the moon with
the hope that the impact would cause
the debris to reach sunlight permitting
the NASA scientists to run the requisite
tests. Those responsible for the mission
are convinced that water exists in the
moon's craters and will perform data
analyses on the debris kicked up by the
explosion to determine whether water
was present. So much more interesting
than studying for CivPro, right?
Lastly, and most importantly, the
New York Yankees won the AL East
with over 100 wins this season. The
best team in the history of baseball
will now play the Minnesota Twins,
who defeated the Detroit Tigers in the
12th inning of Game 163 to win the
AL Central. By the time this article is
printed, the Yankees will have beaten
the Minnesota Twins with minimal ef
fort and fortunately for all the lLs, you
can watch the games without classes
getting in the way for a few days!
Moral of the story: there are so
many things outside of law school to
distract you from the stress and tension
of your first year. It is perfectly accept
able, and probably beneficial for your
mental health, to take some time off
from being a law student - especially
during fall bseak. Good luck on your
exams!

Empty from page 7.
award is downright offensive. It posits the
idea that words and intentions are good
enough; that if you mean well then that's
all it takes. For millions of Americans
without jobs right now, those intentions
aren't worth much, let alone the $787
billion price tag with which they actually
came. For the people of Iraq and Afghani
stan, good intentions haven't frustrated
the aims of Al-Qaeda or the Taliban, and
haven't allowed them to move on with
their lives without having to deal with
frequent violence or constant American
military presence. Promises of nuclear
disarmament haven't stopped work on
Iran's nuclear processing facility. Hope for

peace hasn't brought Israelis and Pales
tinians together. Verbal commitments
to the gay community haven't brought
down any barriers to equality. Tough
talk on Wall Street hasn't been backed
up by any tough new regulations, or
even stopped traders from engaging
in the same levels of risk that brought
down the markets in the first place.
Good ideas and lip service may
cut it for the Nobel Prize Commit
tee, but Americans want results, and
rewarding the President for merely
thinking instead of acting is only going
to further the public's frustration with a
president who can't translate his words
into actions.

Beating the Rejection
Blues
BY HEATHER BENTON

Staff Writer
Rejection. It's a fact of life. Every
of joining you in it. Sometimes, you
one gets rejected at some point. But it
just need a good friend who will slap
seems to be especially prevalent among
some sense into you. However, if that
law students. One thing I've noticed at
person you are talking to has a tendency
GW is that there seems to be a particularly
to absorb the conversation with theftdark cloud hanging above the law school.
own issues instead of listening to yours,
Students are getting rejected by employers,
it might be necessary to find a new ap
journals, clinics or even that hottie who
proach to stress management or a new
sits across the aisle in class. And in this
person with whom to talk.
current economic climate the rejection
You may want to try exercise.
letters from employers are coming more
Exercise has been known to have mood
and more frequently than before despite
enhancing results. The Mayo Clinic
the increased effort from students to look
says that aside from releasing moodboosting endorphins, exercise can boost
for more jobs. OLA Piper recently sent
your confidence, offer some distraction,
out a letter stating that due to the late start
create interactions and provide healthy
date of their associate class, they won't
coping skills. So when you find your
even begin recruiting until November 15;
self getting especially down over the
and they are not the only one. Some firms
most recent rejection
aren't recruiting and even
letter, get out and ex
the government seems to
ercise. Even if you're
be looking for less free
Students who
gym phobic, a 15-20
work than in the past.
formerly had a shot minute walk around
As such, the job hunt has
at a firm job for the the block can help. The
become more competitive
as employers are looking
2L year aren't even warm sunny days in DC
are numbered so get out
for those in the top 5-10%
getting interviews.
and enjoy them while
and some employers aren't
even showing up at GW. Sadly, some students you can. Who knows,
you never know when
Students who formerly
are finding this
you will make a new
had a shot at a firm job
for the 2L year aren't even increase in rejection friend on the treadmill
getting interviews. Sadly, to be more than they or stationary bike.
If you find that
some students are finding
can bear.
your phone calls get rethis increase in rejection
directed by you friend's
to be more than they can
most recent romance
bear. As one 2L says, "it's
crisis or your mom's latest feud with
all about getting drunk" and a 3L states
her mother or you suffer from a gym
that she engages in "alcohol and selfphobia then there are other steps that
aggrandizement over the fact that [she]
can be used to cope with rejection.
almost has a JD". As tasty and fun as it
Distract yourself. This author person
might be drowning one's sorrows in the
ally believes in and endorses the dis
bottom of a highball it is usually not the
tracting power of television and DVD
most effective way to get past rejection.
boxed sets. A good DVD can carry
Sometimes it's important to get
you away on the wings of fantasy and
a fresh perspective when you've been
while you are wrapped up in someone
rejected. 3L Denise Turner says, "The
else's drama you can forget your own.
first thing I do when I get rejected is call
How about a new book; you can also
my mom. She knows nothing about law
find distraction in a good read. Not
school, so her advice isn't always entirely
your casebook. Maybe a casebook
useful, but she's the one person who's
will help you sleep, but if you want to
required to say nice things about me. At
do something different, read the latest
the very least, she always has an upbeat
best-seller or the classic novel that you
attitude and knows how to make me feel
always waited to check out. Another
better." If you don't have a mom or just
option is to go out and have fun with
can't bear the thought of calling her again
your friends. Go out for the day or
with you most recent rejection letter then
evening by doing something completely
find someone you can talk to. It doesn't
unrelated to law school. Host a game
have to be a fellow law student; seek out
the person that knows you best and who
See Rejection on Page 11
will pull you out of your misery, instead
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Sketches of Wines of
Spain

Ask Yunji!
BY YUNJI K IM

Columnist

BY JOON SON G

Columnist

One of my favorite jazz albums
of all time is Miles Davis's Sketches of
Spain. While I think it's just good jazz,
some critics have focused on the fact
that it's "something other than jazz"
because it's not as improvisational
as many other albums. Davis, when
confronted with this charge, responded
simply: "It's music, and I like it."
Which is why I like Spanish
wines. The best Spanish wines I've had
are things of grace and dark beauty,
simultaneously of the slowly-setting sun
and the full voluptuous moon. Span
ish wines, though very often complex,
are still wines, and I like them. They
are some of the most accessible on the
market.
But alas, people are now tuned
into Spanish wines, and what was once
a peninsula full of bulls, jamon iberico,
and excellent bargains is still full of bulls
and ham but prices have been climbing.
Luckily, they're still relatively affordable
and offer great quality to price ratios.
You will be able to
find a number of great]
Spanish wines at Addy'
Bassin's MacArthur Bev
etages (4877 MacArthur'
i Blvd in Georgetown, near]
the Mt. Vernon Campus).

Dear Yunji,

ing forward to for a long time: the 1999
R. Lopez de Heredia "Vina Gravonia"
Rioja bianco crianza, made from the
Viura grape. Lopez de Heredia is as tra
ditional a winemaker as you'll find any
where. Although a rising trend in Rioja
and, indeed, the rest of the world, is to
release wines sooner (because holding
onto wine is an expensive proposition),
Lopez de Heredia not only adheres to
but exceeds the requirements imposed by
the traditional rules whereby wines must
be aged in barrel and then in bottle for
a certain number of years before being
released. For instance, a crianza must
be aged for at least two years, at least
one of which must be spent in oak. The
Vina Gravonia crianza spent not one
but four vears in oak, followed by six
years in the bottle. And all this is for a
white wine!
The color was a gorgeous burnt
straw color, with a slight honeyed nose.
It tasted of almond and butterscotch,
with a hint of oxidation that displayed
itself as a sharpness on the
finish. It was the oxida
tion that had me worried:
oxidation is the norm in
older white wines and
can be a turn-off for many
'people. However, the Vina

Gravonia was the favorite
This is an amazing wine
white of the evening and
store with very knowl
the second-favorite wine
edgeable reps; however,
overall, garnering a score
it's pretty out of the way
of 89. It is an outstanding,
unless you have a car or
idiosyncratic wine, and
are willing to take a taxi.
I managed to go there in a ZipCar I one that is available for about'$25.99.
The last white, 2008 Jorge Or
had rented for my (only) OCI call
back. While I thought I'd pick up only donez "Botani" Sierras de Malaga
a bottle or two, I ended up picking up Moscatel Seco, made from the Moscatel
a full case of some excellent, excellent (muscat) grape, was a refreshing, light,
and straightforward wine. Someone
wines—most of them Spanish.
What do you do when you have compared its color to a "sparkly gold
seven botdes of great Spanish wine and wedding ring" and said its nose was
need to recoup your monetary losses? "sweet and confident, like a green
Host a wine tasting. In this instance, the jacket." (Thanks, Bill McGonigle!) It
Nota Bene was represented by Jill Meeks, was rated at 83 and is $18.99.
Kate Mereand, and Terry SchooneNow on to the reds!
Jongen. We were joined by a few other
Our first stop was at Rioja, which
friends and auxiliaries in our pursuit of is perhaps the most famous of the Span
oenological knowledge.
ish appellations. Going back to Lopez
There were three whites, followed de Heredia, we had a bottle of the 1999
by four reds. The four reds were further "Vina Tondonia" reserva which was
separated into two from Rioja and made from 75% Tempranillo, 15% Gartwo from Ribera del Duero; each pair nacho, and 10% Mazuelo and Graciano.
consisted of one each representing the This was aged for five and a half years
"New World" and "Old World" styles in oak and the remainder of the time
in bottle. Being of the traditional Old
of the respective region.
First up was the 2007 Finca Vina World style, however, this was not oaky
Mein "Vina Mein" white blend. This or over-the-top—in fact, it was lean,
white is from the Ribeiro appellation on restrained, and light. Its pepper, herbs,
the Galician coast of Spain and consists and acid actually reminded me of a nice
of a Motley Criie of grapes: predomi Burgundy. People had fun with this
nantly Treixadura with Godello, Lou- one, comparing its color to "vampire
reira, Lado, Torrontes, and Albarino. blood" and its nose to "cinnamon and
It had a very light, pale color and a pink peppercorn." They gave it an 83;
nose that hinted of citrus and peach. it is $41.99.
Continuing through Rioja we had
It featured a light to medium body and
had a bit of a plasticine finish. This the 2006 Artadi "Vinas de Gain", which
wasn't exactly unpleasant, however; did not adhere to the traditional Rioja
as Terry pointed out, the finish was "a age classification system (note the much
little warm—[it] lingers like that Cran younger age). 100% Tempranillo, this
berries song." The Vina Mein scored was much darker than the Vina Ton
an average of 80 (ouch!) and clocks in donia and very spicy and deep. Its oak
at $17.99.
See Spain on Page 11
The next was one I had been look

I really like my classes and friends here at law school. But there's this one
person I can't stand. I am sure this person's really nice once you have• *
"
sation. Still, whenever this person speaks up in class or shows up at Bar Review,
I

just want to hurl. What should I do?
Yours truly,
Nettled in Negotiations
Dear Nettled,

I know just how you feel. I am always amazed how a complete stranger can pro
voke an irritation that actually borders on ire. This happens to me a lot at the G W U
swimming pool. Everything will be cool, placid, and perfect - until the entrance
of Speedo Man. Speedo Man is never a cute and athletic boy. No, he is always an
overweight middle-aged man who likes to walk through the swimming lanes. The
only way to treat your aggravation in these situations is to just look away.
However, I understand that just looking away can be difficult in law school.
For better or worse (usually for the better), your friends and colleagues are constantly
around you. You see them in class, in the lounges at breaks, and in the bars during
the weekends. You can always turn your head and pretend that Speedo Man's lane
doesn't exist. But it's difficult to imagine away the entire space of L201 or the Soft
Lounge.
What you really need to do is to start appreciating this person. There's a point
in the novel, Of Human Bondage, when an uncle asks the book's hero what he
learned during his short stint as an artist in Paris. One of the hero's answers is that
he learned how to appreciate the shadow of things along with their light. I think
that's worthwhile lesson for law students also.
Don't think of this person as a mere aggravation. Try to see this person more as
the douchey shadow that texturizes the rest of your law school experience. Who else
would make you appreciate your friends more? Who else would give you and your
I friends someone to complain about? No one that didn't make you want to hurl.

Sincerely,
Yunji Kim
Got a question about what's going around the law school, Foggy Bottom, or the world
in general? Email notabenegw@gmail.com and ask what's on your mind. Yunji has the
answer!

Married from page 6

hanging out with the hubby."
Dolina agrees: "I think people who
suggestions!" Ryan credits his wife for
don't have children can't fully understand
being his champion during law school.
how much time young children take. I
"People always ask me how I do it and the
basically have no unallocated time avail
answer is always the same: my wife and
able - children have the ability to take
her unfaltering dedication to the success
up all of my free time. And I am not
of our family."
complaining about that. However, this
Kelley also notes that jugging family
makes it almost impossible for me to go
and academics can have a positive effect
to the various happy hours, etc. so I ma y
on one's personal perspective. "Having a
appear anti-social. I do have to prioritize
family that depends on me keeps me bet
- and I chose to spend my free time with
ter focused on doing well in law school.
my family."
And having real-life experience enhances
Some part-time students said that
my understanding of what I'm learning
they really could care less what single stu
about. For example, learning about strict
dents think of them, but Ryan knows that
liability for statutory rape was quite con
others
might not fully understand his situ
crete for me since I have a 13-year-old
ation
as
a married student with children.
daughter."
Though his life outside the law school
Another challenge that students
may look different from single students, he
with family face in law school is the per
still
wants other students to treat him the
ceived dividing line between them and
same.
"Having a wife and kids and going
single students without families of their
to
law
school does not mean that I am a
own. With spouses and children waiting at
few
fries
short of a Happy Meal! I joke
home, students find that they do not have
of
course,
but even though people think I
the time - or sometimes the energy - to
do
not
have
any time, I still love to laugh,
go to Bar Review or other Student Bar As
talk,
and
hang
out with my friends from
sociation events that take place outside of
law
school
just
like any single student
class. Volk says, "It's difficult to get the full
would.
My
friends
and relationships at
law school experience when you're mar
school
are
still
very
important
to me."
ried or have some equivalent relationship.
Ryan
also
recognized
that
people
For example, I would rather go home and
outside
of
law
school
may
also
judge
hang out with my husband than attend
his
choice
to
go
back
to
school.
Monday
Thirsty Thursdays. And, even if I did want
to attend, I would feel guilty hanging out through Thursday every week, he is gone
with people that I don't know rather than
See Married on Page 11
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Spain from page 10

Married from page 10

characteristics were more pronounced,
under which the tasters found "old boysenberries" and "leather." It was rated 84
and costs a cool $34.99.
The final two wines were from the
Ribera del Duero, which is perhaps my
favorite region of Spain. The wines here
remind me of dusty, dry riverbeds, which
is a good thing for me, at least. We first
had an Old World-style Ribera del Due
ro—the 2005 Alejandro Fernandez "Tinto
Pesquera" crianza, composed of 100%
Tinto Fino (Tempranillo)—which is one
of my standbys. "Deep and sanguine,"
one taster wrote, "Is this going to beat
me up?" It featured black cherry, vanilla,
and fantastic tannins. Although I loved it,
at least one or two people thought it was
too intense. "I am going into a diabetic
coma," declared a participant, "this is so
sweet." We rated it 87 and costs about
$34.00.
Finally, we came to the final wine of

the evening, a New World-style Ribera
del Duero beast vinified from 100%
Tinto Fino: the 2006 Finca Torremilanos "Cyclo". Apparently one of the
most popular and newer Spanish wines
in the market, the Cyclo was round,
sweet, and higher tannins than the
Tinto Pesquera. It was crazy oaky, but
people loved it. It is a very masculine
wine, with dried berries and rosemary.
It would go very well with lamb. People
gave this one a 90, making it the highestscored wine of the evening. It was also
the most expensive wine at $44.99.
All in all, these wines were all
very good and approachable. You could
easily purchase any of these wines for
any number of occasions, and they of
fer high quality for a reasonable price.
They might not be music, but I like
them.

Rejection from page 9.

a reason then you will be less likely to
think why me and more likely to think
"this just wasn't the right opportunity
for me. There's something better out
there." I have often found that this is
the most effective way to reformat my
thinking. It has been my experience
that rejection has often led to something
better coming along.
However you cope with rejec
tion, the important thing is that you
keep yourself going. You need to get
up and get dressed and put one foot
in front of the other. Find a way to
distract yourself and get through this.
Yes, rejection sucks but it is also part
of being human. Things will get better
but in the mean time, focus on school
and do something to help yourself. You
will graduate with a JD and you will get
a job. So get distracted, get fit or get a
new life, but don't get self -destructive.
Try to stay a functioning member of
society and you will find that things get
better. They might not get easier, but
they will get better.

night or movie night. Do something
different from the status quo.
Lastly, try to change your think
ing. Sometimes when you have the
same reaction to the emotion that
arises when you have been rejected,
your neurons form a connection that
causes the same feelings and emotions
to arise every time you find yourself
in a similar situation. The only way
to change this is to consciously try to
change your reactions to your situation.
It's important to realize that you aren't
the only person being rejected. If you
talked to your classmates, it's likely that
they are suffering from the same types
of rejection that you are. So, change
your thinking. Acknowledge that you
didn't get that job that you wanted,
but refocus your energy on something
else. Try to consider that there will be
something out there for you, even if
it's not what you originally wanted. If
you think that everything happens for

by 6:00am and does not get home from
class until 9:30 or 10:30pm. He has little
time to spend with his children. "I hate
the thought that I might be missing
some really special moments with my
sons and most people would probably
think I am a terrible father for it, but I
know they are in good hands [with my
wife] and I want my children to know
and to see that tried my very best to
provide a good life for them."
He notes that having a family
while in law school "changes every
thing." He explains, "Law schools in
general do a really good job at convinc
ing you that your entire success in life
hinges around how well you do on a
few tests. While there is merit to that
approach, having a life with a career
and family outside of school really helps
keep me grounded. My kids don't care
whether I understand what a prescrip
tive easement is - they just want me to
come home so they can tackle me while
playing football or race me up the stairs.
To that end, my wife and my kids will
always come first." Realistically, he ad
mits, "I knew going into law school at
GW that I would never be at the top of
the class, but I did know that if I came
to law school I would have the opportu
nity to become a better person, a better
father, and a better husband. Having
shifted my priorities to focus on those
three goals has forever changed the way
I view my law school experience."
Though being in law school while
married or married with kids is stress
ful, the end result can be very reward
ing. When I told my mother that I was
writing this article, she laughed and

said she couldn't even remember what
the take-home exam was about - but
she did remember taking photos of me
and my little friends, making cupcakes,
and tucking us in at night. She advised
those who are facing the challenges of
balancing family and law school, "You
can live with a B+ instead of an A. Take
care of your family and the law school
will take care of itself - don't have any
regrets when it comes to your family."
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Diwali Banquet!
The South Asian Law Students Association (SALSA) just held our annual Diwali
Banquet, which is a formal banquet held at a restaurant off-campus in collaboration
with American University and Georgetown's SALSA groups. We had a record turnout
of over 200 people, over 100 of which were from GW alone.

Executive Board Members (Tanya Nikam, Soumya Kantamneai, Deep Singh,
Nitya Kumar Srivastava)
Photo courtesy of Soumya Kantamneni

Group of2Ls enjoying drinks and appetizers before dinner and dancing
Photo courtesy of Soumya Kantamnem
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Wednesday October 14

Financing Your Public Service Career
Learn everything you need to know about loan repayment
assistance programs for attorneys working in government and
public interest jobs, including information on the College Cost
Reduction and Access Act!
5:00-6:00PM, B505

Thursday October 15
The George Washington Law Review Fall 2009
Symposium - Keynote Address
Supreme Court Justice Anthony M. Kennedy is giving the
keynote address to open The George Washington Law Re
view's fall 2009 symposium: Judicial Review: Historical
Debate, Modern Perspectives, and Comparative Approaches.
This is a ticketed event.
4:00-5:30PM, Marvin Center

Tuesday October 20

ARIES (MARCH 21—APRIL 19)
Happiness comes in many forms. One of them includes not getting
called on in PR. Oh, and that Nerds Rope you got from that strange candy
shop.
TAURUS (APRIL. 20—MAY 20)
Mars and Venus are planning a high-speed getaway. What does this
mean for you? No idea.
GEMINI (MAY 21—JUNE 21)
Today is opposite day. But lucky for you, good things will happen today.
CANCER (JUNE 22—JULY 22)
Being a good friend means more than just paying for shots at the bai
Ok, not really.
LEO (JULY 23—AUG. 22)
It's not as bad as you think. Ok, it's actually worse...
VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22)
Don't be afraid to listen to your inner voice. It only lies on Wednesdays.
LIBRA (SEPT. 23—OCT. 23)
If you're feeling overworked, stop working. Simple solution to a simple
problem.
SCORPIO (OCT. 24—NOV. 21)
Now's a good time to take up yoga.
SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22—DEC. 21)
You have learned a very valuable lesson this weekend: never listen to
anyone who tells you that Corporations is a good class to take.
CAPRICORN (DEC. 22—JAN. 19)
You should have stayed home today. Really.
AQUARIUS (JAN. 20—FEB. 18)
You're the smelly kid in class. Might want to work on that.

PISCES (FEB. 19—MARCH 20)

IE Fall Midterm Examinations

Yes, it's time to clean out your refrigerator. Spaghetti is not supposed to
be that color. And that Bud Light Lime was never good.

Friday October 23
Law Revue Open Mic Night
Come marvel at your fellow members of the law school per
forming in a fall talent showcase. The show features singers,
dancers, poetry readers, interpretive artists, beatniks, and all
other kinds of creative performers! Beer and snacks provided.
Tickets are $5 with all proceeds going to the Annual Law Re
vue Show coming in February!7:30-9:30PM, SCC

Saturday October 24
Van Vleck Constitutional Law Moot Court: Prelims

Tuesday October 27
BAR/BRI Table Day
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Hearsay
Function: noun
1 : evidence based on an out of
court statement
2 : hilarious statements made around
GW Law
Overheard:
In Con Law I I - "Are masturbation
laws constitutional? Masturbation is
consensual usually. As a side note
though, there are no m asturbation
laws anymore. So you're safe."
In Copyright - "This class is a festival
of illiteracy..." >
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In Con Law I I - "How about bestiality?
Is that constitutional? I guess that's
not usually an act between two
consenting adults, though I guess you
could ask the dog his age."
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Hear something funny in class or
around the law school? Email Hearsay
at notabene@law.gwu.edu
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